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Ch. Nadeem A. Rauf
President RCCI
First of all I am thankful to Allah, the Almighty, for giving me this great
honor. I also want to thank you all for reposing your conﬁdence in me. It
is a great honor as well as a big responsibility
I acknowledge the good eﬀorts of my predecessors for the betterment
of the Chamber and their contribution to highlight the problems of the
business community at all forums. I would take forward their good work
and shall accomplish all the responsibilities bestowed upon me with
zeal, commitment and honesty. I express my dedication to the Mission,
Vision and Values of Rawalpindi Chamber.
I look forward to working with distinguished members, esteemed
stakeholders, policy makers and well-wishers for the continuous
development of the private sector of the country which will facilitate the
pathway of prosperity, strengthen regional and global collaboration
leveraging a new perspective for the development of the private sector.
I am excited to reach out to all members and ask for feedback on your
expectations of the chamber, and what comments and suggestions you
may have for us to better promote and serve the local business
community. Alike, please reach out to me at any time to oﬀer more
comments and suggestions. Your recommendations and feedback
would enable us to achieve a standard of excellence in working and
making the Chamber a stronger platform.
If you are not a member of the Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce,
please consider joining us today. Your membership will beneﬁt your
business as well as the community.

Mr. Asim Malik
Senior Vice President RCCI
At the outset, with all humility and a sense of gratitude to my God, I thank you for
your unwavering conﬁdence in handling the aﬀairs of the Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce and Industry for the year 2021-2022.
I have assumed this position with a strong commitment to serve the business
community and make best eﬀorts for resolving key issues being faced by
trade and industry. For this purpose, I would try to develop close liaison with all
stakeholder organizations to facilitate growth of trade and Industry. I will try my
best to convey the issues of the business community to the concerned
authorities.
I’ve had the opportunity of representing our local business community on the
international stage as well as throughout Pakistan and I’ve always been proud of
my community and the members of this great organization.
The focus of our Chamber is directly on our Members. We know that our success
is driven by our members' success so we ensure that each of our members have
conﬁdence in us. We completely understand that all things come from a
successful corporate community. Wealth is built and communities are built
through a vibrant and prosperous economic environment. It is precisely why we
concentrate our eﬀorts on Small Business.
I assure that with the blessings of Allah, the Almighty, and your cooperation, we
shall be able to play our role eﬀectively. I am positive that our endeavors will
emerge as fruitful and we will keep playing our part in enhancing the growth of the
economy and achieving a better version of Pakistan.

Mr. Tallat Mahmood Awan
Vice President RCCI
It’s a matter of great pleasure and satisfaction that RCCI is achieving its
objective of serving and protecting rights of the business community of
Rawalpindi. It is an honor for me to give my contribution by serving to the
best of my abilities at such a great platform.
I am ready to tackle upcoming hurdles and unforeseen circumstances that
may cross our path. I am very proud to highlight the role of this chamber for
supporting local businesses at national and international platforms. I would
also like to pledge my support to the endeavors of Entrepreneurs for a
stronger and a much prosperous business community.
I look forward to working with everyone who is associated with this chamber,
and wish another successful year to all local businesses encompassed within
Rawalpindi.

RCCI NEW TEAM ASSUME OFFICE
The oath taking ceremony of newly
elected oﬃce bearers of the
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) was held at
Chamber Building. Group leader and
former president Sohail Altaf
administered the oath to oﬃce
bearers of RCCI which was attended
by former presidents, executive
members, representatives of trade
associations and RCCI members.
Nadeem Rauf, newly elected
president of the Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(RCCI), in his maiden speech said
that RCCI prime objective was to
explore the existing trade potential of
all viable sectors, provide maximum
facilitation to members and to dig out
new avenues of growth and progress
for the region. He said that RCCI will
approach ministries, government
departments, FBR and others for
early resolution of the issues faced
by the business community.
We urged government to keep

stakeholders on board and we are
ready to share our input and
recommendations to get out this
challenging situation.
Group leader Sohail Altaf said that
despite the Corona epidemic, the
Rawalpindi Chamber held several
important events to promote trade
activities and remained proactive in
providing relief to traders and raising
their voices for resolving their issues.
RCCI also remained in touch with the
district administration regarding
lockdown, business hours and
weekly holidays and sought relief, he
added.
SM Naseem congratulated the newly
selected team on assuming oﬃce.
Newly elected Senior Vice President
Asim Malik and Vice President Talat
Awan also expressed the same
feelings and vowed that they will
work as a team.
Outgoing President Nasir Mirza
congratulated the new oﬃce bearers
and expressed hope that the new

team will continue the policies and
carry the RCCI's values and legacy.
Chamber oﬃcials, former presidents
Jalil Malik, Najam Rehan, Dr. Hasan
Sarosh, Manzar Khurshid, Abdul
Rauf Chaudhry, Asad Mashhadi,
Javed Akhtar Bhatti, Dr. Shamail,
Mian Humayun Parvez, Raja Amer
Iqbal, Zahid Latif Khan, Shahid
Saleem, Saboor Malik, outgoing
President Nasir Mirza, Executive
Members, representatives of trade
associations Sheikh Hafeez, Shahid
Ghafoor Paracha, Arshad Awan, Taj
Abbasi, Chaudhry Iqbal, Tariq
Jadoon, Zafar Qadri, President
Small Chamber Sheikh Asif Idrees,
Nadeem Sheikh, and a large number
of RCCI members attended the
ceremony.

KAZAKHSTAN ENVOY VISITS RCCI AND URGES FOR
ENHANCING B2B LINKAGES
Ambassador of Kazakhstan Yerzhan
Kistaﬁn paid a visit to the Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(RCCI). The envoy was accompanied
by First Secretary Dalyara Kemper
bayev. RCCI President Nadeem A
Rauf, Group Leader Sohail Altaf,
Senior Vice President Asim Malik,
Vice President Talat Awan, Former
President Dr Shamail Dawood,
members of the executive Committee
and members of the Chamber were
also present on the occasion.
In his address, the ambassador said
that Pakistan and Kazakhstan have
deep and friendly relations and there
are vast opportunities to promote
bilateral trade in many ﬁelds. The

President of Kazakhstan will visit
Pakistan next year. He will be
accompanied by a delegation of
Kazakhstani industrialists. The
purpose of the visit will be to
strengthen bilateral trade relations. He
expressed these views during The
Ambassador said that Pakistan is an
important route for accessing its
products to Europe and other
countries. He said that an MoU would
be signed soon to strengthen relations
between the chambers of commerce.
Earlier, President Nadeem Rauf
received the Ambassador and gave
him a brieﬁng on the ongoing activities
of the Chamber and future programs.
He said that pharmaceuticals, textiles,

m a c h i n e r y, l e a t h e r, p e t r o l e u m
products and tourism are important
sectors in which mutual cooperation
could be promoted. Kazakhstan ranks
25th in ease of doing business
rankings, we can beneﬁt from
Kazakhstan's experience.
Group Leader Sohail Altaf said that
bilateral trade relations between the
two countries could be further
strengthened through direct ﬂights.
Pakistan is a country with a population
of 220 million people. There was a
huge potential for enhancing bilateral
trade and investment between the two
countries.
The ambassador also recorded his
impressions in the guest book.

FLAG HOISTING CEREMONY AT GENERAL POST OFFICE
RAWALPINDI TO MARK INTERNATIONAL POSTAL DAY
A ﬂag hoisting ceremony was held at
General Post Oﬃce Rawalpindi to
mark International Postal Day.
RCCI President Nadeem Rauf was
the chief guest on the occasion. Post
Mortar General North Punjab
Muhammad Anwar Malik and other
oﬃcials have participated.
On the occasion, President

Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
(RCCI) Nadeem Rauf said that
Rawalpindi Chamber would play a key
role in promoting national institutions.
He said that Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce would avail the services of
Pakistan Post.
On the other hand, Post Mortar
General North Punjab Muhammad

Anwar Malik said that Pakistan Post is
currently on a journey of innovation.
Muhammad Anwar Malik further said
that Communications Minister Murad
Saeed and DG Post wanted to
improve the existing system of
Pakistan Post.

COP26 SHAPING OUR FUTURE: RCCI,
INDUS CONSORTIUM LAUNCH REPORT
ON CLIMATE CHANGE
We are committed to achieve carbon-neutral status for
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Pakistan's ﬁrst green chamber of commerce and
industry.
We stand in solidarity with COP26 advocates seeking
climate justice and we demonstrate our public
commitment, uphold the spirit to become climate
business leaders and build a resilient economy for
Pakistan's future generations. We ask banks to support
business community's endeavours to protect the
environment and initiate green lending practices to
promote business climate leaders."
This was stated by Nadeem Rauf, President Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (RCCI) during the report
launch of 'Gone Missing? - An analysis of voluntary
environmental commitments for energy projects in Pakistan: A
case for responsible banking'.
Nadeem Rauf also highlighted RCCI is replicating the model in
other business institutions and taking the green stewardship to
schools, colleges and universities of the Rawalpindi region.
The report was launched by Indus Consortium in collaboration
with the RCCI. Highlighting the main ﬁndings of the report,
author Asim Jaﬀry said, "The policymakers must pay attention
to translate Prime Minister Imran Khan's commitment of
producing 60%of Pakistan's energy needs through renewable
resources by 2030."
Hussain Jarwar, Chief Executive Oﬃcer, Indus Consortium

said, 60% of global carbon emissions are emitted by ﬁve
countries including China, US, Russia, India and Japan.
Highlighting civil society's role to taking the climate change
agenda forward, Jarwar said Indus Consortium and the
GROW Green Network, a civil society network of 22 CSOs in
Sindh and Punjab continue to generate debate at the local,
academic and media level on green recovery, green ﬁnancing
and green development of Pakistan.
Saﬁa Hammad, Deputy Chief Manager, State Bank of Pakistan
(Rawapindi region) said the business community must also
focus on green sustainable initiatives to boost economic
growth in the country. She said the State Bank fully promotes
the Green Banking Guidelines with banks to adapt new
business models which ensure conservation of the
environment.

RCCI DELEGATION CALLS ON

SRI LANKA HIGH COMMISSION

A delegation of the Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) led by
President Nadeem Rauf called on Sri
Lankan High Commissioner Vice
Admiral Mohan Wijewickrama at the Sri
Lankan embassy in Islamabad.
Executive members Usman Shaukat,
Sardar Tanveer Sarwar and Khawaja
Farooq were also present on the
occasion.
Talking to the delegation, Sri Lankan
High Commissioner Mohan
Wijewickrama said that Sri Lanka has
deep historical, cultural and trade ties
with Pakistan.

Bilateral trade relations can be further
strengthened in many areas. Mutual
relations in the ﬁelds of
pharmaceuticals, food, gems and
jewelery, tourism and education can be
enhanced. The High Commissioner
appreciated the eﬀorts of the Rawalpindi
Chamber for the promotion of trade
activities and added that the High
Commission will provide all possible
assistance to the Chamber for the
exchange of trade delegations.
On this occasion, the President of the
Chamber Nadeem Rauf briefed the High
Commissioner about the ongoing

activities of the Chamber and future
programs. The President said that there
are many opportunities for cooperation
between the two countries in various
ﬁelds, especially in the ﬁelds of
construction, tourism, education, gems
a n d j e w e l e r y, m a r b l e a n d
pharmaceutical. He further suggested
that bilateral relations can be
strengthened at the level of the Chamber
of Commerce. He also invited the High
Commissioner to visit the Chamber,
which he accepted.

RCCI CELEBRATES

WORLD EGG DAY

An awareness seminar on World Egg Day was organized at
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) in
which the speakers highlighted the use of eggs in food and their
usefulness. General Manager Sadiq Feeds Dr. Gulraiz Ahmed
informed the participants about the importance of nutrition and
the use of eggs in food. Giving a detailed presentation, he said
that there are many misconceptions among the people
regarding the use of chicken and eggs in the diet which can be
removed through awareness and information.
On the occasion, RCCI President Nadeem Rauf said that
poultry industry in the country has now become an industry
worth about Rs 1200 billion. By developing this industry,
exports can be increased. Millions of people in Pakistan are
associated with this industry. He demanded the government to
reduce the rates of poultry feed and machinery so that poultry

could be cheaper in the country and the industry could ﬂourish.
Group leader and former President Sohail Altaf said there was
a need to raise awareness about the use of eggs, especially
yolks, in the diet. Eggs and poultry used to be the cheapest
source of protein but now both are out of reach of the common
man due to inﬂation. The government needs to reduce taxes
and duty rates to balance the prices of poultry products.  ۔At the
end, the chief guest distributed prizes among the winners of the
egg dishes and painting competition.
The seminar was attended by Director Sadiq Feeds Arsal
Sadiq, Jadeed Group Chief Executive Mian M Javed, Senior
Vice President Asim Malik, Vice President Talat Awan , former
presidents Dr Hassan Sarosh, Raja Amer Iqbal, executive
members and chamber members.

Meeting with USAID-PREIA

RCCI President Nadeem Rauf along with Group Leader Sohail Altaf and Senior Vice President Asim Malik attended a meeting
of USAID, Pakistan Regional Economic Integration Activity (PREIA) at Chamber House. President urged PREIA for better
cooperation and networking to facilitate our local traders and business men to explore business opportunities in the regional
markets.

RCCI
ORGANIZES
FIRST TAXPAYERS
RECOGNITION
AWARDS
CEREMONY
The Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) in collaboration with
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
organized an awards ceremony in
recognition of the taxpayers. The
purpose of the event was to appreciate
the role of taxpayers and business
institutions in various ﬁelds. Moreover,
the aim was to highlight the
government's eﬀorts to recognize the
facilities and services for taxpayers.
President Dr. Arif Alvi was the chief guest
at the function held at the Awan e Sadar
while Federal Minister for Privatization
Muhammad Mian Soomro, senior FBR
oﬃcials, government oﬃcials, President
RCCI Nadeem Rauf, Group Leader
Sohail Altaf, SM Naseem were present
on the occasion. Senior Vice President
Asim Malik, Vice President Talat Awan,
former presidents, executive committee
chairman Osman Ashraf, prominent
business personalities and
representatives of institutions also
attended the ceremony.
In his address, Dr. Arif Alvi said that there
is a need to popularize the culture of tax

payment in the country. The chamber of
commerce should provide assistance to
people, especially women in getting
loans. Also chamber should encourage
women in medium-sized businesses,
increase employment opportunities for
women in the industry, he added.
The President thanked the oﬃcials of
RCCI for organizing the function in
honor of the leading taxpayers. He said
that Pakistan is on the path of
development, and Government is
focusing on making the country a hub of
economic development. Peace in
Afghanistan will open the door to trade
with Central Asian countries and as a
result this will strengthen Pakistan and
the region. He said that if traders are
prosperous then Pakistan will be
prosperous. The President said that
traders should introduce the brand
Pakistan.
On this occasion, RCCI President
Nadeem Rauf said that Rawalpindi
Chamber is an active organization of
businessmen of the country and the
business community is playing its full

role for the economic development of
the country. He said that RCCI has
organized various trade conferences at
national and international level. The aim
is to promote trade and investment in the
country. Stressing on the need to
increase the tax base, he said that the
FBR should provide one-window facility
to all chambers for the convenience of
traders.
Group leader RCCI Sohail Altaf said that
as a result of government initiatives,
traders were being encouraged and
higher taxpayers were being honored.
He said that small and medium
enterprises have to be brought forward
to increase trade activities and promote
tax culture in the country. In the end
President Arif Alvi distributed the awards
among the winners in diﬀerent
categories.

Raja Muhammad Mujahid
Modern Engineering
Corp. (Pvt) Ltd.

RCCI DELEGATION CALLS ON

INDONESIAN ENVOY
DISCUSS BILATERAL TRADE TIES

A delegation led by Nadeem Rauf,
President, Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (RCCI), called
on Adam M. Tugio, High Commissioner
of Indonesia to Pakistan and discussed
ways to enhance bilateral trade relations
at the Chamber of Commerce level,
increase bilateral trade and exchange of
delegations.

The delegation included Senior Vice
President Asim Mahmood Malik ,Vice
President Tallat Awan, former president
Mohammad Nasir Mirza and executive
members.
Ta l k i n g t o t h e d e l e g a t i o n , H i g h
Commissioner Adam M. Tugio said that
Indonesia and Pakistan have deep and
friendly relations. The Ambassador said

that Indonesia desired to increase trade
ties with Pakistan. Bilateral trade
volume though in favor of Indonesia
was very low and needed to be
increased, he added. Pakistan could
take advantage of trade opportunities to
increase cooperation in agricultural
machinery and pharmaceuticals, he
said. The envoy lauded RCCI eﬀorts in
promoting regional trade.
RCCI President Nadeem, Rauf briefed
the Ambassador on the ongoing
activities of the Rawalpindi Chamber
and said that the Pakistan exports to
Indonesia are very low and suggested
that there is a need to explore new
sectors for joint ventures.
He said there was also a need for
exploring new trade avenues, business
opportunities between Pakistan and
Indonesia.
Bilateral trade in services, Edibles,
tourism, halal food and agriculture can
be enhanced. He also invited the
Ambassador to the Chamber.

APPRECIATION NIGHT’ TO PAY TRIBUTES TO THE BUSINESS
COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS OF INDONESIA AND ASEAN
Indonesian envoy lauds help from Pak
businesses for bilateral trade The
Indonesian Embassy in Islamabad held
an ‘Appreciation Night’ to pay tributes to
the business community and friends of
Indonesia and ASEAN in recognition of
their contribution and collaboration with
the Indonesian Embassy in enhancing
bilateral cooperation, especially in the
domain of trade and investment, says a
press release. The event was yet
another activity being organized by the
Embassy in commemoration of the 76th
Indonesian Independence Day and the

54th Anniversary of the ASEAN. Federal
Secretary of Commerce Muhamad
Sualeh A. Farauqui was the chief guest
on the occasion. Heads of ASEAN
Missions in Islamabad, Diplomats,
President Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI),
Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (RCCI), Nadeem A. Rauf and
President of Pakistan- ASEAN Business
Forum, Zafar Bahtawari and the
business community and “friends of
Indonesia” from the twin cities attended

the reception in high number. The
reception which was organized at the
farm house of Khalid Farooq Qazi, a
Pakistani businessman, began with the
playing of the national anthems of
Indonesia and Pakistan and the ASEAN
Hymn which was followed by the cake
cutting ceremony performed by the
Indonesian Ambassador Adam Tugio
while joined by the chief guest, Heads of
ASEAN Missions and other guests of
honour.

SOUTH AFRICA HIGH COMMISSIONER VISITS RCCI
South Africa High Commissioner
Methuthuzeli Madikizahas said that
South Africa considers Pakistan an
important market for trade cooperation
and is keen to further enhance bilateral
trade with it as the two countries have
good potential for trade in many areas.
He said that the trade relations between
the Chamber of Commerce and the
private sector of both countries needed
to be further strengthened.
The high Commissioner expressed
these views during his visit to the
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (RCCI). He was accompanied
by trade and information oﬃcer Qaiser
Abbas. President of the Chamber
Nadeem Rauf, Senior Vice President
Asim Malik, former president Nasir
Mirza, members of the executive

committee and chamber members were
also present on the occasion.
During the meeting, the High
Commissioner said that the bilateral
trade volume is below one billion dollars
and it could increase to 2 billion dollars in
the next few years. Cooperation and
joint ventures can be initiated in other
sectors, including mining, construction,
tourism, agriculture, pharmaceuticals
and services. The eﬀorts of the
Rawalpindi Chamber in expanding trade
activities and promoting trade relations
are commendable, he said. He assured
that the South African High Commission
would facilitate the business community
of Pakistan in linking them with South
African counterparts for promoting
collaboration in areas of mutual interest.
Earlier, Chamber President Nadeem

Rauf briefed the High Commissioner
about the ongoing activities and future
programs of the Chamber. In order to
increase trade with South Africa, trade
related information should be shared
and exchanged at the delegation level,
he suggested. He also apprised the High
Commissioner about the investment
opportunities in Pakistan. Memorandum
of Understandings (MoUs) were also
signed with South Africa and the Minara
Chamber to promote chamber to
chamber relations, he added. Joint
ventures can also be launched in the
ﬁelds of information technology and
construction, including pharma, marble,
engineering, poultry and textiles, he
further added.

RCCI MEETING ON ENCROACHMENT
The Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) have expressed
grave concerns over increasing
encroachments and demanded the
departments concerned to remove illegal
encroachments which were eﬀecting their
business. All major markets and Bazars
of city are facing encroachment and traﬃc
congestion.
Due to traﬃc congestion customers have
stopped coming to the shops for
shopping. Business activities are
severely aﬀected.
Addressing a meeting of a delegation of
businessmen led by representatives of
Anjuman-e-Tajiran Sharjeel Mira and
Chaudhry Iqbal, RCCI President Nadeem
Rauf assured all kind of support and
reiterated that Chamber will raise this
issue to all the relevant stakeholders.
Group leader Sohail Altaf, senior vice
president Asim Malik, vice president Talat
Awan, former presidents Dr Hassan
Sarosh, Abdul Rauf Chaudhry, executive

members and a large number of
representatives of various markets of the
city were present on the occasion.
He said that the chamber has taken up
the matter with the district administration
in a comprehensive manner to eliminate
encroachments and reduce traﬃc
congestion. He said that relocation of
markets outside the city was the only way
to reduce traﬃc congestion in the city.
Ring Road and Leh Expressway are

major development projects in the city.
The Chairman RDA is expected to visit
the Chamber next week for a
presentation on Ring Road to the traders,
he added.
Earlier, Chaudhry Iqbal and Sharjeel Mir
congratulated the oﬃcials of the chamber
and said that businesses have been
ruined due to encroachment and heavy
traﬃc in the city.

RCCI HOLDS FAREWELL
FOR OUTGOING
RCB STATION COMMANDER
The Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) arranged a farewell
party in honour of the outgoing Station
Commander of Rawalpindi Cantonment
board(RCB) Brigadier Ijaz Qamar
Kayani.
The station commander attended the
ceremony along with the newly
appointed station commander Brigadier
Salman Nazar at the chamber oﬃce.
Speaking on the occasion, Station
Commander Ejaz Qamar Kiani said the
Rawalpindi chamber had extended full
cooperation for the development,
beautiﬁcation and promotion of
business activities in the city during his

tenure.
Ijaz said the ongoing work on Ammar
Chowk would be completed by
December this year while the work on
Kachehri Chowk would start in
November as PC-1 of the project had
also been approved.
He said the Rawalpindi chamber
deserves congratulations for organizing
the Gwadar and Balochistan
conferences for the promotion of trade
activities and strengthening industry
ties.
The newly appointed station
commander Brigadier Salman Nazar on
the occasion said he was very optimistic

and would work closely with the
chamber to seek suggestions.
RCCI President Nadeem Rauf said
there was an ideal relationship between
the cantonment and the chamber
expressed hope that the new station
commanders would further strengthen
this relationship.
He assured that all possible cooperation
and assistance would be provided for
the development projects of the city.
On the occasion, the participants
oﬀered Fateha for the late great
scientist Dr Qadeer Khan and
acknowledged his services for the
beloved country.

Sohail Altaf
Chief Business Advisor
Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO)

NATIONAL BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS SESSION AT RCCI
The Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) organized an
awareness session on Breast Cancer at
Chamber Building Rawalpindi.
Begum Samina Alvi, wife of President Dr
Arif Alvi, who was the chief guest on the
occasion welcomed the notice taken by
the Supreme Court on rising cases of
breast cancer in the country, saying the
joint eﬀorts against the disease would
lead to saving lives of thousands of
women in the country.
Begum Alvi, who is leading the
nationwide breast cancer awareness
campaign, said the survival rate of breast
cancer patients across the globe was
about 95-98 percent compared with 45
percent in Pakistan due to late diagnosis.
She proposed installation of a
mammogram machine at every teaching
hospital so as to train the medical
graduates about breast cancer
screening.
She said Pakistan had the highest rate of
breast cancer deaths in Asia due to late

diagnosis at the third and fourth stages.
One in every eight women in the country
is at the risk of breast cancer, besides
one woman falling victim to the disease
every 13 minutes, she added.
She pointed out that with a ﬁfty percent
female population, there was a need to
shun the taboos aﬃliated with breast
cancer to encourage women to seek
timely medical consultation.
Begum Alvi urged the women to practice
self-detection and consult the doctor
immediately on noticing any abnormality
in their bodies.
She said a healthy lifestyle, balanced
diet, and physical exercise could
improve the health of women and could
also contribute to minimizing the
chances of a fatal disease.
Begum Alvi said a healthy and
empowered woman could bring about a
positive change in society. She invited
the women to beneﬁt from the business
loans oﬀered by the government and the
State Bank of Pakistan.

On diﬀerently-abled persons, she said,
the marginalized segment deserved
special care and opportunities in all ﬁelds
of life for their eﬀective mainstreaming in
society.
President RCCI Chaudry Nadeem Rauf
acknowledging the important role of
women in society, said the RCCI had
taken several key initiatives to ensure
their empowerment, including setting up
business incubation centres.
He said to address the challenges
pertaining to the wellbeing of women, the
RCCI would continue to extend them
support on the health issues such as
breast cancer.
RCCI group leader Sohail Altaf said the
RCCI would continue to raise the
campaign on breast awareness to save
the precious lives of women.
The event was attended by
parliamentarians, women
entrepreneurs, and the girl students of
colleges and university.

PRESTIGE DRILLING
TUBEWELL CONSTRUCTION, PILE FOUNDATION
SOIL INVESTIGATION, OIL & WATER WELL SUPPLIES

1097- St. 23, Phase V Bharia Town Rawalpindi
0333-5165018-051-5566484

prestigedrilling494@gmail.com

PARAMOUNT
ENTERPRISES

CONSTRUCTION, GOVERNMENT SUPPLERS
WATER WELL DRILLING SERVICES AND SUPPLIES
Plot No 639/2, Near Motorway Chowk, G-15, Islamabad
Cell: 0321-5824471 | Tel: 051-4339220
E-mail: paramountent90@gmail.com

RCCI

PINDI FOOD FEST

A large number of citizens ﬂocked to the
three-day food festival at Ayub Park
organized by the Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (RCCI).
Huge number of families, children and
the elderly attended the food fair. RCCI
President Nadeem Rauf while sharing
details informed that during the threeday festival, more than forty stalls of
various regional and traditional foods
were set up from all over Pakistan.
Indonesian and Afghani food stalls also
attracted a large number of visitors, he
added. The musical evening for families

also featured live performances by local
and folk artists, he said. The highlight of
the festival was the large number of
women who set up stalls, he further
added. He said that to empower women,
RCCI provided them with a platform to
advertise their products through such
festivals and exhibitions. Bangladesh
High Commissioner Rohul Alam
Siddiqui attended the food festival with
his wife. Deputy Commissioner
Rawalpindi, Muhammad Ali, Station
Commander Brigadier Salman Nazar
also attended along with their families.

Chamber President Nadeem Rauf said
that the purpose of holding the Food
Festival is to expedite business activities
after the lifting of Corona restrictions.
The Chamber has always strived to
promote local industries,
entrepreneurship and SMEs he added.
The visitors enjoyed various stalls of
traditional dishes, edible and other items
including dry fruits, Organic honey,
Mango leather (Dry Mango) and others.

Panel Discussion on
Entrepreneurship at Riphah University

RCCI President Nadeem Rauf attended
a panel discussion on Entrepreneurship
Week at Riphah University.In his key
note address Nadeem Rauf urged
students to improve their skill set and opt
entrepreneurship. He informed that
GEW has been observed every year at
RCCI aiming to help students from
diﬀerent universities and colleges to

have the opportunity to participate in
training workshops and seminars so that
young people can adopt innovative
ideas and ideas in starting their own
business. Young people can play their
role in the development of the country by
using their talents and ideas in the right
direction. He recommended that youth
should equip themselves with technical

skills. He said that through e-commerce
and SMEs and business start-ups, one
can turn the economy around.
Information technology, artiﬁcial
intelligence and e-commerce are
emerging sectors and we need to move
forward with a focus,” he said.

Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) has been
recognized globally for its excellence
in organizing national and
international conferences, events and
exhibitions. Our strengths lie in our
extensive knowledge and expertise,
and our contacts within the industry
and around the world. We are
committed to provide superior level of
services for all exhibitions and events
locally, regionally, nationally and
internationally.
RCCI landmark events include
International Achievement Awards
(RIAA) this is the most prestigious
business recognition award of
Pakistan, aimed at honoring the
best/outstanding performers from
trade and Industry. RIAA is organized
annually by RCCI for the past 32
y e a r s . P r e v i o u s Aw a r d s w e r e
organized in UAE, Turkey, Azerbaijan
and Malaysia with the participation of
more than 3000 business elites from
Pakistan and Host countries.
This year RCCI successfully
organized 33rd RCCI International
Achievement Awards in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, on 23rd November 2021. The
event was clubbed with Business
Opportunities Conference followed by
Awards Ceremony. The ﬁrst Pak-Sri

L a n k a Tr a d e a n d I n v e s t m e n t
Conference, being organized by the
RCCI, was inaugurated by Chief
GuestDr. Bandula Gunawardhana,
Minister of Trade Sri Lanka. The major
aim of this BOC was to enhance
bilateral trade relations and improve
connectivity among trade partners
and at chamber of commerce level.
Making the address at the
conference, Bandula Gunawardhana
pointed out that the two countries are
endowed with a lot of experiences that
could be shared for mutual beneﬁts.
Peoples of both countries have
developed friendly relations which
could be transformed into viable
ventures between the two countries.
Development of strong trade and
investment relationships particularly
with the Asian economies is a key
strategy outlined in the Vistas of
Prosperity and Splendor policy
framework. To accelerate growth in
the post-pandemic era, the
Government strongly encourages
trade and investment cooperation
with mutual beneﬁts.
Acting High Commissioner Tanveer
Ahmad, Commercial Secretary
Assma Kamal Pakistan High
Commission Colombo, PresidentRCCICh. Nadeem A. Rauf, Group

Leader-RCCI Sohail Altaf, Former
Presidents Manzar Khurshid, Malik
Shahid Saleem, Chairman IAA
Usman Shaukat, Vice Chairman IAA
Shahraiz Ashraf Malik, Members of
the executive committee and a large
number of investors and
representatives of Companies from
Pakistan and Sri Lanka attended the
conference.
RCCI inked a number of
Memorandums of Understanding
(MOUs) between the Chamber of
Commerce of Sri Lanka (CCC) and
Federation of Industry and
Commerce of Sri Lanka (FCCISL) to
strengthen bilateral relations at the
Chamber level and few individual
ﬁrms, to enhance trade ties between
the two countries. A total of Ten MOUs
was signed between Pakistani and Sri
Lankan companies. The accords
were on pharmaceuticals, medicines,
HVAC, automobiles, education,
pharmaceutical, production,
automobiles. Successful Business to
Business (B2B) meetings were also
held with representatives of various
sectors including Pharmaceutical,
Education, FMCG, Consumer Goods,
Construction, IT.
Group Leader-RCCIMr. Sohail Altaf
said that they are exploring

opportunities to expand tourism and
aviation between Sri Lanka and
P a k i s t a n . “ To u r i s m i s a g r e a t
opportunity for the two countries to
work in collaboration. We need to
enhance our air connectivity through
collaborative eﬀorts and discussions
in this regard have taken place at
many top-ranked meetings. We want
more ﬂights to be operated between
the two countries”.
President-RCCI Ch. Nadeem A. Rauf
said that trade relations between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka are historic
and there is a historical partnership
between the two countries. In
addition, there is a need to provide a
platform for the two countries to forge
important trade links, there was a
need to enhance relations between
the two countries at the level of the
Chamber of Commerce. He
maintained that people-to-people
contact and religious tourism provide
excellent platforms to further expand
bilateral cooperation between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Pakistan is
home to the Gandhara Buddhist

heritage and proud custodian of some
of the most sacred relics of Buddhism,
oﬀering great potential for promoting
religious tourism from Sri Lanka to
Pakistan. Being the third largest
chamber in Pakistan, the RCCI was
keen on creating synergies among
regional countries. “We are keen to
enhance trade through mutual
cooperation and facilitation”. We are
thankful to the High Commission
oﬃce and Acting High Commissioner
to Sri Lanka Tanveer Ahmed for their
support and assistance for arranging
B2B meetings on the sideline of BOC.
Acting High Commissioner of
Pakistan Mr. Tanvir Ahmad detailed
the purpose of the mission which
came from Pakistan. He said there
was immense potential for both
countries to expand trade under the
FTA. He also pointed out that a lack of
awareness, heavy dependence on
traditional export categories were
drawbacks. He emphasized the need
to use such forums to further
strengthen the existing bilateral trade
and investment linkages between the

two countries and their respective
private sectors.
Pakistan High Commission
Commercial Secretary Ms. Assma
Kamal made a presentation on “Doing
Business in Sri Lanka” &pointed out
that a few Pakistani companies had
already invested in agriculture, IT,
textiles and construction, and real
estate development in Sri Lanka.
“Investment opportunities and
potential in Pakistan” was presented
by RIAA Chairman Mr. Usman
Shaukat, whilst “Investment
opportunities and potential in Sri
Lanka” was presented by FCCISL
Secretary General Mr. Ajith D Perera.
The conference concluded with the
commitment to expand bilateral
relationships between the two
countries and with an invitation
extended to Sri Lanka to visit Pakistan
with a delegation.

On the same day, the 33rd International Achievement Awards ceremony was held to honor the leading corporate
entities from Pakistan and awards were presented by the Chief Guest of the ceremony H.E. Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka. This initiative was being taken to promote healthy competition between the trade
institutions, industrialists to improve trade activities and showing tremendous performance to strengthen the
economy of the country and to improve the bilateral trade. Many Renowned industrious business names were
recognized with prestigious RCCI Business Awards under diﬀerent categories and provide ample opportunity to the
award winners to get recognition at the International level.
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FTO VISITS RCCI

The Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO)
Dr.Asif Mahmood Jah has addressed
an Public Awareness session for the
purpose of "Rectifying Tax network"
during his visit to the Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(RCCI). Dr Asif Mahmood Jah
announced FTO desk at Chamber
house and added that two members
from RCCI will be given
representation in the advisory board.
He said that he will fulﬁll the
responsibility given to him by the
Prime Minister. On the direction of the
Prime Minister, a mobile app will be
launched soon at address the
complaints on a faster pace along
with better documentation.
Dr.Asif Mahmood Jah said that FTO
has directed the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) to rectify the

maladministration taking place at
customs check posts. The multiple
complaints were ﬁled regarding
harassment leading to corruption at
various Customs check-posts on a
country wide basis. An unnecessary
checking of duty paid goods was
causing hindrance and delay in the
smooth ﬂow of duty/taxes paid goods
and was contrary to the government
policy of creating ease in doing
business.
Earlier, RCCI President Nadeem A.
Rauf gave a brieﬁng to the Federal
Ombudsman. He said that the visit of
the Federal Ombudsman to the
Chamber along with the FBR and
Customs team will help in resolving
the problems of the business
community. This is a reﬂection of the
strong partnership between the

business community and the FBR.
The announcement of the
establishment of FTO Desk in the
Chamber is laudable, he added.
Group leader Sohail Altaf said that
the trust gap between the FBR and
the business community would be
bridged by such meetings. As a twin
city, Rawalpindi should be taxed at
the same rate in Islamabad.
Chief Commissioner Inland
Revenue, Dr. Khalid Mahmood
Lodhi, Chief Collector Ahmad Raza
also spoke on the occasion and noted
down the complaints and passed the
direction on spot.
) D r. A s i f M a h m o o d J a h w a s
accompanied by Collector Customs
Junaid Jalil Khan, Advisor Customs
Dr. Arsalan Sabktagin, Advisor IT Ms.
Mehbooba Razzaq, Commissioner
withholding Zone Ms. Nazia Zeb Ali,
Commissioner City Zone Ms. Farhat
Qayyum, Commissioner Cantt Zone
Abbas Ahmed Mir and others.
President Chamber Nadeem Rauf,
Group Leader Sohail Altaf, Senior
Vice President Asim Malik, Vice
President Talat Awan, Former
President Raja Amer Iqbal, Executive
Members of RCCI and
representatives of Anjuman-e-Tajiran
were present on the occasion.

HVACR DELEGATION VISITS RCCI
A delegation of Pakistan Heating,
Ventilation, Air Conditioning and
Refrigeration (HVACR) Society
visited the Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (RCCI). The
delegation was led by President
Khurram Rehman Malik and was
accompanied by former president
Mubashir Ahmed, Usman Chughtai,
Ahmed Nawaz and members of the
society. President Nadeem Rauf,
Senior Vice President Asim Malik, Vice President Talat
Awan, Former President RCCI Abdul Rauf Chaudhry
and members of the Chamber were also present on the
occasion.
Chamber President Nadeem Rauf gave a brieﬁng to the
delegation about the ongoing activities of the Chamber
and future programs. He said that the share of HVACR
in manufacturing and import substitution is more than
30%. While in the construction industry it has about 60%
share.
The government should abolish double taxation, reduce
the rate of regulatory duty and tax so that this sector can
be further developed.

He assured the delegation that the Rawalpindi Chamber
would work closely with the HVACR Society for skilled
development and promotion of the industry.
Suggestions for innovation in heating, air conditioning,
ventilation, and refrigeration systems and locally
manufactured eco-friendly parts will be forwarded to the
relevant agencies.
HVACR Society President Khurram Rehman Malik
congratulated the newly elected oﬃcials and said that
the eﬀorts of Rawalpindi Chamber in promoting
business activities were commendable. He said that the
Chamber should assist the society in registering with the
DGTO. We need to focus on branding, he added.

RCCI DELEGATION CALLS ON SRI LANKA HC
AND EXPRESS CONDOLENCE

A delegation of Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (RCCI) called
on Sri Lankan High Commissioner
Admiral Mohan Vijaywickrama in
Islamabad. The delegation conveyed
its heartfelt condolences and solidarity
with Sri Lanka over the recent Sialkot
tragedy.
The RCCI delegation includes Group
Leader Sohail Altaf, President
Nadeem Rauf, Senior Vice President
Asim Malik, Vice President Talat Awan,
Former Presidents Manzar Khurshid,
Malik Shahid Saleem, Nasir Mirza,
Chairman 33rd Sri Lanka BOC and
Awards Usman Shaukat and Khurshid
Barlas.
The Sri Lankan High Commissioner
thanked the delegation for expressing
solidarity on the Sialkot incident. He

said that
incidents like
Sialkot would
not aﬀect the
relations
between the
two countries.
The High
Commissioner
appreciated
the initiative
taken by the
Rawalpindi
Chamber for the promotion of trade
activities and organizing business
conference and awards ceremony in
Colombo. He informed that a large Sri
Lankan trade
delegation
would visit
Pakistan soon.
R C C I
President
Nadeem Rauf
also briefed the
H
i
g
h
Commissioner
on the recent
successful
Business
Opportunities
Conference

and Achievement Awards organized by
the Chamber in Colombo during the
last week of November. Several MoUs
were signed at the Colombo BOC
aiming to promote bilateral trade
cooperation and networking in various
sectors. Nadeem Rauf further
informed that it was a great honor for us
that Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa and Commerce Minister Dr
Bandola Gunawardhana were the
special guests at the event.
At the trade conference, the Sri Lankan
Minister of Commerce agreed to bring a
trade delegation to Pakistan in the
coming months to boost bilateral trade,
he added.

GLOBAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP WEEK

The Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry(RCCI)
organized the Global
Entrepreneurship Week at Chamber
house.
Asim Malik, Senior Vice President,
in his address said that youth is the
future of Pakistan. With 140 million
people below the age of 30,
Pakistan is one of the youngest
countries in the world and one of the
fastest-growing economies in Asia.
The gap between industry and
academia needs to be bridged.
The prime objective of Global

Entrepreneurship Week was to help
students to become job creators
rather than job seekers. During
Entrepreneurship Week, students
from diﬀerent universities and
colleges have the opportunity to
participate in training workshops
and seminars so that young people
can adopt innovative ideas and
ideas in starting their own business.
Young people can play their role in
the development of the country by
using their talents and ideas in the
right direction. He recommended
that youth should equip themselves

in technical skills. He said that
through e-commerce and SMEs and
business start-ups, one can turn the
economy around.
Information technology, artiﬁcial
intelligence and e-commerce are
emerging sectors and we need to
move forward with a focus," he said.
Irfan Wahab, Chief Executive of
Telenor, said that information
technology is currently the fourth
industrial revolution. Digitization,
automation and freelancing are
ﬁelds where there are endless
opportunities. Khushaal Zamindar,
the agriculture service for small
scale farmers provides locationspeciﬁc weather forecast along with
contextual agronomic advisory for
every farmer's relevant crop mix and
tips for live stock management.
In his address, Dr. Shimail Dawood
emphasized on social
entrepreneurship and said that we
have to work hard to empower
ourselves.

Kyrgyz Deputy Foreign Minister
Dr. Aibek Artykbaev Visits RCCI

On the sidelines of the 17th
extraordinary session of the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation's (OIC) Council of
Foreign Ministers, Kyrgyz Deputy
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r D r. A i b e k
Artekbayev and Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
H.E. Ulanbek Totuiaev visited the
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) and called on
President Nadeem Rauf. Group
Leader Sohail Altaf, Senior Vice
President Asim Malik, Vice
President Talat Awan and members
of the Executive Committee were
also present on the occasion. Kyrgyz
Deputy Foreign Minister Dr. Aibek
Artykbaev exchanged views on

issues of bilateral importance and
trade relations between Pakistan
and Kyrgyzstan and stressed on
enhancing exchange of delegations
at Chamber level.He said that
Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan have deep
friendly relations. Ambassador
Ulanbek Totuiaev said that the
volume of bilateral trade is only close
to 1.8 million dollars, which could be
further increased. Chamber
President Nadeem Rauf gave a
detailed brieﬁng to the Deputy
Foreign Minister on the ongoing
activities of the Chamber and future
programs. He said that there is a
huge potential in the tourism sector
for enh a nci ng b i l a te ra l tra d e
relations between Pakistan and

Kyrgyzstan. Direct ﬂights should be
launched. There is a need to
increase bilateral trade links and
networking at the Chamber of
Commerce level, he suggested.
Group Leader Sohail Altaf said that
China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is an important route and
Pakistan was oﬀering Central Asian
states access to the short and easy
route through Karachi and Gwadar
ports. In the end President Nadeem
Rauf, thanked the delegation and
presented chamber memento to
Deputy Foreign Minister Aibek
Artykbaev.
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RCCI Organizes Awareness Seminar on

Islam and Business

Federal Minister for Religious Aﬀairs
and Interfaith Harmony Dr Pir Noorul
Haq Qadri attended a seminar on
"Islam and Business, in the Light of
Quran and Hadith" under the
auspices of Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(RCCI).Federal Minister for
Religious Aﬀairs Noor-ul-Haq Qadri
in his address lauded RCCI for
organizing the seminar on Islam and
Business. He said that our youth
needs an Ideological and moral
training, fear of God and love of the
Prophet must be inculcated in the
minds of the young generation,
legislation alone will not solve the
problems. He said that the life of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) is the most
complete. Before the proclamation
of Prophethood, he started his
business as a businessman. The
Ministry of Religious Aﬀairs will
extend its full support to the
campaign launched by the Chamber
to eradicate corruption. We have to
promote the tax culture, we are
looking for some tricks to hide taxes.
Today is December 16 and this
evening is the day of a great tragedy.
I pray for the parents of the children
who were martyred in this tragedy.
May Allah give them patience. The
tragedy of Sialkot brought bad name
and disrepute to Pakistan. The

seminar was also addressed by Dr.
Taj Afsar, Deputy Dean, Faculty,
International Islamic University,
Islamabad, and attended a question
and answer session. He said that
trade has played an important role in
spreading Islam all over the world.
Chamber President Nadeem Rauf
said that the purpose of the seminar
was to create awareness in the
sacred profession like trade and to
ﬁnd solutions to these problems in
the light of Qur'an and Sunnah. He
said that the chamber would
continue to hold such seminars on a
regular basis to raise awareness.
Group leader Sohail Altaf said the

chamber had launched a campaign
under the slogan "No to Bribery,
Trade with Honor". The aim is to
bring awareness to eradicate
corruption. The business community
also has a responsibility to ﬁx
documentation and required
certiﬁcations. Ambassadordesignate of Sudan Mir Behrooz Jan
Regi, Senior Vice President Asim
Malik, Vice President Talat Awan,
Former Presidents, Chairman Bilal
Maqbool, Executive Members,
Representatives of Anjuman-eTajiran and Chamber Members were
also present on the occasion.
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